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ment of a new Constitution and Parliamentary system. As never
before, Poland during that period made good her place of vital
consequence in the ensemble of Europe. In the story of these
years there was plenty of matter for a biggish book, but after
anxious consideration I came to the conclusion that it would be
better, as giving a longer perspective, to incorporate the pith and
substance of Poland, jpj^-ipjj, in a new volume, which would
cover the whole ground since the restoration of the State. There
was, moreover the splendid life-work and tremendous person-
ality of Pilsudski to impart to it a natural unity from start to
finish. Hence, then, The Poland of Pilsudski. Chapters I to x (with
an addition to Chapter x bringing it to the end of 1931) reproduce
in the present book, in a much condensed form, Chapters I to ix
of the other book. Chapters xi, xn and xm are entirely new, the
narrative being continued till well into 1936—& year and two
months after the passing of the Marshal, but with his spirit still
actively inspiring his people under leaders of his own choosing.
Chapters I and n are introductory, and outline the aims, plans and
acts of the Polish patriots, with Pilsudski the principal figure, in
their quest of independence to November 1918, when he became
Chief of the State. The present republic dates officially from
"Armistice Day," November n, 1918, and its subsequent history
falls of itself into two parts, the division being made by the
Marshal's coup d'etat in May 1926. Chapters in to vn deal with
the first, and Chapters vin to xm with the second.
Pilsudski was Chief of the State from November 1918 to
December 1922, and during that time the new republic was
organized and consolidated, and its frontiers fixed. These were
remarkable achievements in view of the chaotic conditions in
which it came into being, and possible only after the crushing
defeat by the Marshal of Soviet Russia in 1920 and the subse-
quent Peace of Riga. Military alliances with France and Rumania
followed. German hostility was shown in Danzig and propaganda
respecting the "Corridor," but was not really formidable, as
Germany was weak. Practically the Poles were a unit on foreign
policy, but were far from being so in domestic affairs. A Consti-
tution was passed by the Seym or Parliament after much disputa-

